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NAME*: Catherine Denby
LASTNAME*: Koutalas
CLASS OF*: 1994
MAJOR*: Associates in Arts in Art History
NOW I AM*:  Sales Manager
* What brought you to John Cabot University? 
Well, this is an easy question for me to answer unlike many others are tougher!! What brought me to JCU is my father, Douglas Denby, President Emeritus. He was the President of JCU for 11 years. At that time JCU was a little College in the ghetto of Via Massaua. JCU then was about 100 students. My father’s dream was to have a little University just like Princeton by the Tiber. His dream did come true especially when he was able to get the Renaissance Palazzo in Trastevere; where JCU is now.
 
* What was your career path after graduation? 
After graduation, I stayed at JCU and continued to help my father and the Director of Public Relations, Mrs. Giosy Bianco Cesarini to promote the University’s curriculum to the vast International and Italian Schools. I was able to organize events for JCU; be part of the various Salone dello Studente in Naples, Milan and in Rome, talking to parents and students about JCU, Lecture Series, etc. Be available to current students who needed all sorts of help. 

* What about your time at John Cabot shaped you most? 
All of my years at JCU shaped me. Teachers gave me the learning experience, students gave me their friendship and love, my co-workers gave me great learning skills and how to cope with difficult situations. It was an overall shaping moment of my life. Most of all it was my Dad giving me the 
opportunity to help him promote this University, believing in me and in the decisions I made with the Director of Public Relations.
* What are you working on now?
 Well, I moved to Stockholm, Sweden two years ago after living in Washington, DC for 8 years. What drove me to move to Scandinavia? Well, it has to be my husband and my life in general in the USA. In Stockholm, I learned 
Swedish and now I am the Sales Manager for a Swedish Design company called LADP, (Launch Design Partner). LADP is a Swedish Design company that has 15 designers some are well known and some are starting. This company is small but just like JCU it has room to grow and with good people running it I am sure it will become very successful in a few years down the road. Just like the saying says “Rome was not built in a day!” My goal for LADP is to promote the company and to find distributors from all over the world. 

How did you and your husband meet? 
After 11 years as President my father decided to leave Rome and went to live in Washington, DC with his wife, Christiane. I, in fact decided to stay in Rome and at JCU. However after a few years, I decided to resign. I was trying to find a job in Rome, but being an American at that time it was difficult to find a new job. So one day one of JCU’s professor, Prof. Bob Christoferson and dear friend of the family called and told me, “why don’t you go to the American University in Washington, DC where your parents are and finish your degree in Public Communication as you are so good at that”? They have a great program for you, one that will fit you perfectly.”This was in early December of 1998. Well, guess what I did? Yes, after so many years in Rome, I packed my suitcases and left to the USA. 

I was able to get into AU in Washington, DC. I took high level PR and Communication courses and this program also enabled me to do an Internship. My Internship was at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in the International Division. At the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, due to my International background and my language skills I dealt with all sorts of issues between Europe and the United States.  I also wrote for the U.S. Chamber Newspaper which was read to all of the members, organized events for them and did my studies. At the U.S. Chamber I met a man who was also an Intern in the International Division. He dealt with the Brazilian Business Council web site. Well, from one thing to the next, this man, Evangelos Koutalas, my Greek/Swedish person became my friend and my wonderful husband. We have known each other since 1998 and got married in Washington, DC on June 22, 2002. We went to Santorini in Greece for our Honeymoon. What a place 
that was!! We still remember every single minute of it after 8 years!! So this is to say if it was not for the phone conversation I had with Prof. Christoferson and
 the fact my parents lived in Washington, D.C. and were able to provide me with this fantastic education, I would not have met my husband and be a mom of two wonderful children, Christina and Constantine.
In Washington, D.C., I worked at the historical Hotel on Calvert Street, the Omni Shoreham Hotel. I was first a Sales Assistant and then became the Embassy Coordinator and handled more than 200 International Embassies in Washington, D.C. and then became the Business Development Manager for the Hotel. I was promoting the SPA/Sports Club, the Restaurant and still took care of all of the Embassies. What an extraordinary VIP first job that was.  This job enabled me to meet a lot of dignitaries from many countries and the entire U.S. Secret Service in Washington, D.C. After this great first job in the hotel industry I went to another hotel as a Sales Manager and then to another smaller one, the Woodfin Suites Hotel in Rockville, MD. There again I was the Sales Manager for 2 years.
My overall experience at John Cabot was very different from all of the other students because of the fact my father was the President. My father and I wanted a new logo for the University. So till this day I still remember we were doing a lot of research. We wanted something that had everything put together, the Tree of knowledge, the diploma, the ship, (since John Cabot was a sailor), the change of the name from College to University, etc. This was done and we were extremely happy when it changed. 

Studying and working for my father overall was not as tough as I respected him as a President when he was in there. I can tell you no favors were given to me, but for the good or bad thing is that nobody knew I was the daughter of the President until I was asked.  Even if I was asked if President Denby was my father I would say yes with great happiness as I was proud of him in all of the different things he was doing for the University. From a little College to a huge Palazzo in Trastevere. What an accomplishment! Yes, proud to have a father like that!! Who would not?

 Anyways, the overall preparation for JCU to become a University was one I will never forget. Seeing the Palazzo and its changes throughout the years, having good people beside my Dad wanting this overall change was just terrific. One thing is true that having a Dad as President is you meet the Trustees, you get to know better the teachers, the entire staff, etc, but what meant more to me was the overall experience. The so many different changes of the catalogue, the colors of JCU, the new sweet shirts, the struggle to become accredited, to have the equipollenza, etc. From the day I started till the day I left and then became an Alumni many wonderful things happened. My Dad did a lot for JCU and in a way every time I go back there I have many and only good memories of it. It is 
a home away from home to me. It is a special place to be in every sense of the word. A special place that my Dad was able to create in its own special way. It was not easy at some point but when one has good people and believe in the other person, well this is what you get, a University in the Heart of Rome!  

 What is your favourite John Cabot memory?
Wow! Tough question this one. Well, one of my favourite moments is when my Dad gave me my JCU Diploma. That was something extremely special and till this day I have recollections of it. Those were great days and remembering that moment brings tears to my eyes. Maybe after all of these years this emotion should evaporate, but it will never as this is a very special University for me. My Dad and I in some way helped create this special JCU image and I am extremely proud to be part of it.
My other favourite moment was when JCU had its first performance of GREASE!! I will always remember that day. It was held at Marymount International School a long long time ago. We had a great Cast, Sandro Bosi, Francesco Mazzini, Cinzia, etc. It was the first time JCU had a Drama Club as such. Wow! We had the press covering this event; the Marymount International Drama Club was invited to the performance and all of the other International Schools. What a great success!!! We had a complete sell out for 3 days!!Since then as you know JCU has been prominent in Drama. I guess it all started then and it still continues now. Way to go JCU!!
Well, as you can see JCU is a very special place for me. It was then and it is still such a unique place and the time I spent there was one of the best moments of my life. The students I met there, the teachers, staff etc. all had an impact on my life. It was so fantastic to go to work and to be a student there. Who would have thought going to work and walk with your Dad every morning! Having our usual Cornetto e Cappucino at the Bar Settimiano every morning. Sometimes not even ordering it and it was given to you! Moments like these with your own Dad you cherish all your life. So in a way this article is dedicated to a wonderful Dad whom I believe has not only changed my life when I was a student at JCU but many others, co-workers, staff members, teachers, Trustees, Alumni, etc. Thank you Dad! Love you!
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